
 

    Bringing Hope and Changing Lives in 2011-12 
 

 

 
Women’s Empowerment  
• 2500 Women in Savings Programs – Social workers help them set goals, 

and we pay 10% interest as an incentive to save money. We are helping 

families out of poverty.  

• Formed 9 new  Women’s Groups addressing domestic violence and  

land rights.  Domestic violence reduced from 50% to 10%. 

• Women’s Networking and Training in financial management and 

leadership. Five villages now have more women leaders than men.  
 

Education for Rural Youth Living in Poverty  
• 58 secondary school students sponsored 

• 38 university students supported 

• 17 high school graduates -- 16 will start university in fall 2012 

• 4 university graduates 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Besides studying, she participated in a meeting  

 
 

 

 

 

New Programs: 
 

Rescuing Trafficked Girls 
 

Teenage girls from poor, mostly illiterate families in 

rural Cambodia are promised jobs as maids and 

trafficked to Malaysia. Once overseas, the girls have 

no rights, are illegal, and cannot speak the local 

language. They are subjected to non-payment of 

salaries, physical abuse, torture, and rape. This year 

an employer killed one of the girls.   
 

Cambodian recruitment agencies convince families 

through deception and cash advance enticements to 

let their daughters work abroad.  
 

 

 

 

50,000 girls have been trafficked since 2008. 

Friendship with Cambodia is funding LICADHO, a 

Cambodian human rights organization that sends 

teams to Malaysia to rescue the girls and reunite 

them with their families.   
 

 

First Women’s Hospital in Cambodia 
 

Hak has a lump in her breast that keeps growing 

bigger, and now her bones hurt. She is waiting to die. 

Hak is among the 74% of women across Cambodia 

who cannot afford medical treatment. Some 

husbands don’t allow their wives to seek treatment - 

why waste money on a woman?  
 

The first hospital for women, named Nokor Tep 

which means City of Compassion, is being built by 

Tabitha, an Australian NGO. Poor women will be 

asked to pay $1 or less. It is important that they pay 

something, so they value the treatment.   
 

Services will be provided throughout Cambodia 

including screening centers, mobile clinics, and 

preventable health care education. 
 

“The health status of the Cambodian population is 

amongst the poorest in Asia,” states the World Bank.  

Friendship with Cambodia donated $4000 toward 

building the new hospital. 

 

    FRIENDSHIP’S NEWSLETTER 2012                      
 

 

 

Stop Sex Trafficking  
• Rescued girls who were trafficked to Malaysia.  

• Raised awareness about gender violence through national TV and radio 

shows, a magazine, mobile cinema, and held a workshop on prosecution.  
 

Employment through Fair-Trade Crafts 
• Trafficked girls, landmine survivors, families with AIDS, parents of former 

street children, and destitute women received training and employment.   

• Provided  the equivalent of 33 full-time jobs. 
 

And…Prostheses for landmine survivors, flood relief for 117 families, and 

support for building a school, constructing a community meeting hall, building 

latrines, Angkor Hospital for Children, constructing Nokor Tep Women’s 

Hospital, and co-payments on water filters. 

 

Care for Street Children and Orphans  
• 30 street children a night received safe shelter, 

food, schooling, and help from a social worker 

at Chamkar Morn Shelter in Phnom Penh 

• 47 children at Happy Family Orphanage in Siem 

Reap received food, medical care, computer 

classes, and university or vocational education 
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Friendship with Cambodia 
Founded in 2003 as a 501(c)3 non-profit 

organization to provide humanitarian aid to 

Cambodia and education about Cambodia. 

info@friendshipwithcambodia.org  

www.friendshipwithcambodia.org 

541-952-2009 

 

 

Board of Directors 
John Dennis, Shoshana 

Kerewsky, Don Lyon, Sonya 

Margerum, Donna Napier, 
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Leaksmey Strueby, Kevin Wiles 

  

 

Staff & Program Volunteers 
(equivalent of 1.5 fulltime paid staff) 

Bhavia Wagner, Executive Director 

Erin McSpadden, Office Manager 

Carol Gleason, Cambodia Trips 
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Linda Young, Fair-Trade Crafts  

 

 

Is there corruption in your school? 
by  Sao-Run  (11

th
 grade) 

 

In everyone’s mind there are feelings of greediness 

and envy. People feel they always need more and 

never have enough, and some people do illegal things 

in their own interest to obtain happiness.  
 

Corruption is everywhere, even in school there is 

corruption. The teachers teach the lessons briefly to 

the students in public school, but they keep the key 

points to teach in private [tuition] classes. Some 

teachers pressure the students because they need the 

students to go to their tuition classes. They give tests 

to the students but the test material was taught in 

their tuition class, so the test is easy for the students 

who attend the tuition class, whereas the students 

who do not go to tuition class find that it is very hard.  
 

The reason that the teachers are corrupt is because of 

their very low salary, their salary is just enough for 

fuelling their motorbike to go to work and sometimes 

it is not even enough for this. Their families are very 

poor, and they don’t have money to support them, and 

that is why they have to use school hours to hold their 

tuition classes.  
 

I would suggest to the government to increase the 

salary for teachers so that corruption will stop. 

Everybody would do the same thing if they did not 

earn enough for their living; they have to look for ways 

to fulfill their need to survive in the economic market.    

. 
 Sao-Run is in 

12th grade this 

fall. In the future, 

she wants to be a 

math teacher or 

study accounting 

at university. 

Insights from our Students 
 

As part of our effort to encourage critical thinking, we ask our high school students 

to write essays for their sponsors about social problems.  We’d like to share two 

essays with you.  
 

Describe the health services in your village 
by Savong (11th grade) 

 

There is no health service in my community. When people in the village get sick, 

there is no specialist doctor to treat the people on time. The reason is my village 

is in a remote area in this province.  
 

When people have a serious illness, they will be sent to a hospital, but it is 

difficult to bring people to the hospital because of the long distance and 

difficult roads. Sometimes the sick person dies along the way because they 

cannot reach the hospital in time. Travelling from my village to the provincial 

town is very difficult; we have to take a boat across a river. If there were a 

bridge it would be better, but there is no bridge.  
 

Other difficulties are that poor people don’t have any means of transportation, 

no money for travelling, and no money for treating illness. Sometimes, if the 

illness is not so serious, they don’t go to the hospital, instead they buy medicine 

from the shop in the village, or some people treat their illness with Khmer 

traditional medicine. 
 

So as a student, I will do my best to study in order to acquire knowledge to help 

give advice to the younger generation to be aware of health issues. I can use my 

education to help develop my community.    

 

 

Savong is starting her 

second year in 

university this fall. 

 “After graduation, I 

want to become a 

teacher because there 

is a lack of teachers in 

my community and the 

majority of people are 

illiterate.” 
 

 
 Am Sina started working for 

Community Development 

Organization, an NGO. 

Chhem Sida started teaching 

primary school in remote 

Preah Vihear province. 

Bin Srey-Deth finished her 

law degree and is looking 

for work.  

 

2012 

University Graduates 
We have been sponsoring them 

since high school. They all grew up 

in rural villages and worked hard to 

overcome the obstacles of  

extreme poverty, discrimination 

against girls, and pressure to drop 

out of school to help their families. 

 



Violence Against Women – A Worldwide Epidemic  

Is there a cure?   
 

One can easily go into overload and numb-out when reading the sobering statistics revealing 

the magnitude of this “skeleton in the closet.” Sheryl WuDunn, journalist and co-author of Half 

the Sky, calls violence against women the worst human rights abuse of our time and the most 

under-reported story.  Most of the world is living in denial, indifference, or acceptance.  
 

• One in five women worldwide will be the victim of rape or attempted rape in her 

lifetime.  It could happen to your mother, aunt, wife, sister, or daughter.  

• In the US, a woman is beaten every 15 seconds.  In Cambodia, 50% or more of the 

wives are battered by husbands. 

• Girls entering the sex trade are usually 13 years old.  Between 300,000 and 1.2 million 

girls worldwide are being held as sex-slaves.  
 

What can be done? 
 

Change Social Attitudes - Friendship with Cambodia funds radio talk shows in Cambodia 

about gender roles, sex-trafficking and a new concept: women’s rights.  We also fund 

Women’s Groups who discuss the problem of violence against women. The last time 

Friendship with Cambodia visited them, the women were wondering how they could raise 

their sons differently, so they won’t abuse women.  Women’s Group members visit the 

husbands who abuse their wives.  They tell them that it is against the law and advise them to 

stop.  This social pressure is effective, and most of the husbands do stop.  It was a big social 

hurdle for these women to decide to intervene.  The prevailing attitude is to not say anything. 

All countries need to take a stand against sex tourism because it encourages sex trafficking 

and the human rights abuse of young women.  
 

Enforce Laws – Cambodia has laws against rape and domestic violence.  However, the laws 

are not enforced.  Government workers, including police, have very low salaries, so they use 

their positions to extort money to make a living.  Perpetrators of violence, including brothel 

owners, rapists, and husbands who beat their wives, can easily pay off the police and judges.  

International pressure, such as threats to withhold foreign aid until human rights improve, can 

be an effective motivator for law enforcement.  
 

End Poverty – When there isn’t enough food to eat, the children whine until the mother slaps 

them. Husbands feel frustrated, drink, and take out their anger on their wives. Friendship with 

Cambodia has found that when women increase the family income, as the result of vocational 

training or loans to start an income generating project, they are more respected by their 

husbands and treated better.  Mothers use 80% of their earnings to improve the welfare of the 

children – better nutrition, medical care, and education.  When the family isn’t desperate, girls 

don’t have to go to the city to work, where they are often deceived and sold to a brothel.  

Education for girls and economic empowerment for mothers are the best methods for ending 

poverty. 

 

Recommended Reading: 

 

Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide  

by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn 

 

The Road of Lost Innocence by Somaly Mam. A trafficking victim‘s story. She now helps 

trafficked girls in Cambodia. 

Graduate Finds Job 

on Internet 
 

We have been sponsoring an at-risk 

young woman named Proeung, 

Sochen for the past 6 years, through 

high school and college. In high 

school she worked as a servant to 

earn money to help her family.  She 

did well in school and is graduating 

this month in accounting.   
 

On her own, Sochen found a job 

opening listed on the internet while 

using a computer in our Phnom 

Penh office. She applied for the job, 

was interviewed and hired at a 

garment factory in the outskirts of 

Phnom Penh.  We’re impressed! 
 

 
 

Now she is sending money home to 

help her mother, who is sick.  

Eventually, she hopes to work for a 

non-profit organization.  

 

When Girls are Educated 
 

• They marry later in life 

• Have fewer children 

• Immunize their children 

• Make sure their children 

get an education 

• Improve the economic 

well-being of the family 
 

UNICEF calls it the “double 

dividend.” It elevates not only 

women but their children and 

communities.  

 

 

Slavery was the moral challenge 

of the 19
th

 century. Violence  

against girls and women is the  

moral challenge of this century. 
  

It is difficult to bring about change.  

 It is hard to break out of the 

 cycle of oppression unless you are 

given an opportunity.   
 

Sheryl WuDunn, Author 

 

The distinction between us and them 

 is not that we are smarter or harder 

working or more virtuous. It is that 

 we are lucky. When we have won the 

 lottery in life there is a moral obligation  

that comes with it. 
 

George Clooney, Actor 

 

What is hard about being on the other 

side of the world is that sometimes the 

problems seem so big. That changing 

one life isn’t enough. But it is. If you are 

that one girl who got rescued, 

 it matters. 
 

America Ferrara, Actress 
 

Quotes from Half the Sky DVD.  A 40 -minute summary DVD can be checked-out from 

Friendship with Cambodia or order the 4 hour DVD from www.pbs.org for $30. Outstanding! 

 



Warm Appreciation to Our July 2011 to June 2013 Donors! 

Nancy Ahnert Nancy Gross Nancy Norris Pamela Whyte 

Louise Alford Gail Gruenwald Anne & Dave O'Brien Kathleen Wiley 

James & Patricia Anderson Jean Guidry Merianne O'Grady & Robin Shealy Elsie Williams 

Marilyn Anderson Dee Hall Courtenay Padgett Barbarajene Williams 

Anonymous Marilyn Hanes Helen Park Mary & Kenneth Wong 

Joyce & Thomas Archibald Susan Hanner Won Sun Lee & Soo Park Joseph Youakim 

Janet Ashcraft Carole Hansen Edgar Peara Cathy Yu 

Sebastian Attardo Emily Hartstirn Bill & Barbara Pepelko Connie Clark & Joseph Zawadsky 

Kathy Barnhart Mats Hellsten Lorin & Lacksana Peters  

Noel Bellour Joseph Heredia Andree & Olivia Phelps   

Germaine Bennett Marie Hewitt Carole & Richard Poole Foundations & Organizations 

Jane & Enrico Bernasconi Lowell Hill Donald & Brenta Poole BNY Melon Trust of Delaware 

Fritz Bernhard Zella & Frederick Hisaw Dave & Ruth Poole Eugene Friends Meeting 

Rosemary Chengson &  Kathryn Hledik Shanti Price Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 

               Jonathon Bertsch Barbara & Jerry Hoganson Judith Pruess-Mellow First Presbyterian Church 

Victoria Biedron Stephanie Holdenried Mark & Alice Rampton Fund for Women 

Carol Allen & Jim Black Beverly Treneman & Joan Horton Kathleen Bald Raschke Lisle 

Beverley Bonniksen Kess & Barabara Hottle Julie Reisner Mario & Alma Pastega  

Mary Borowski Tim Hunt Tony Ros               Family Foundation 

Jude Brandt Mary Ann & Stuart Hyatt Jeri Rosenthal Oregon Federation of Business &  

Caroline Passerotti & Tim Brewer Carl & Lorena Hyde Vincenza Scarpaci               Professional Women 

June Burgess James Hatfield & Amanda Iles Sash Schacht Our Developing World 

Susan Brown Marty Jacobus Anne-Marie Schlaeppi Presbyterian Women  

Carole & Brian Burcham Bernardo Gomez &  Willow Schneider               McMinnville 

Sinoun Buth                Gayla Jamison Sue Ellen & John Schreiber Urbana-Champaign Friends  

Barbara Callner Alexander Granzin & Susan Jerde Vatey Seng               Meeting 

Linda & Douglas Carnine Dorothy Johnson Chuck Marut & Beth Sibley  

Erin Chaparro Lynn Kahle Jolene Siemsen Happy Family Donors 

Joyce & Joe Chern Tom Kas Bhakti Simpson Julie & Brian Bucknam 

Mark & Lisa Chernaik Karen Kennedy Vickie Skellcerf Desiree Cheah 

Erlene Chiang John Keo Penelope Smyth &  Kim Cobourn 

Dianne Christopherson Lucy Kerewsky               Clifford Skoog John & Nancy Dennis 

Monika & Martin Chroust-Masin Barbara Kessel Judith & Donald Smith Holiday Tours & Travel 

Doug & Anna Clough Fany Khiev Cindy Smith David Hunt 

Minnetta Coburn Marcia Kindlmann Larry Robidoux &  Kaori Kikejiri 

Carol Criner Emily Meyerson & Harry Kitchen                Thelma Soderquist Richard & Joann Lee 

Catherine Briner &  Dorothy Koeppel Beverly & Joseph St Sauver Pat & Errol Michener 

              Matilda Culbertson Barbara & Geoffrey Kotin Dolores Sterling Tania Hathaway & Beth Sturtevant 

Ann Custer Mary Jane & Roger Krug Ibrahim & Jane Muhawi &   

Mary Davidson Martha Lancaster                Tuck Stevens  

Karen & Gary Davis Nona Larson Marilyn & Ted Stevens Emergency Flood Relief Donors 

Peter & Laura DeGuire Tom Lauderbach Sara & Kristopher Stewart Louise Alford 

Pamela Denchfield Bob Lee Wil & Pat Stoecker Vern Arne 

John & Nancy Dennis Liz Lorber Tania Hathaway &  Phoebe Atwood 

Lee Deveau Kathleen Loss                Beth Sturtevant Connie Bull 

Maggie Donahue June & Bill Luckman Tom Swift Marilyn Carr 

Arlene Dorius Julie Nagygyor Lyche Laura Sylvan Bob Friedman 

Nancy Drinkard Bernadette & Jim Lynch Sures Tan Nancy & Calvin Gabriel 

Monica Dutcher John Marshall Sokhom Tauch Sherry Giglia 

Debbie & Peter Egan Michele Martin Marion Taylor Robert Goldstein 

Diane & John Ehlers Jacob Martin Andy Tidaback Ryon Graf 

Suma Elan & Greg Eligian Kasturi & Gary Mattern Barabara & Rich Tittle Del & LuNita Hawkins 

Barbara Elkins Bethani & Steven Mayberry Kathleen To George & Patricia  

Marilyn Enger Laurie McClain Carolyn & Dale Tomlinson                Henry-Schneider 

Nancy Erb Beverly McDonald Helen Towle Anne Jacobsen 

Lola Erwin Laurie Lewis & Chuck McElwee Lina Tsutsui Nancy & Charles Johnson 

Susan Fairbanks Betty Meihoff Beth & Henry Tucker Rachel Jordan 

Charlotte Fardelmann Diane Meisenhelter Misti Uptain Chava Kronen 

Marian Farrior Carrie Melin Sharon & Dale Van Metre JoAnne LaFleur 

Charlotte Finn Cathy Meyer Elizabeth Varnhagen Jeffery Ford & Lynette Marshall 

Anita Pierce & Hilary Fisher Kevin Miller Nandita Vrahnas Sallie Miller 

Barbara & Joseph Fudjack Judy & Richard Miller Bob & Irene Wakeland Millen Myrmo 

Nancy & Fred Garcia Tiffany Mitchell Barb & Dick Ward Bruce Nelson 

Belinda & Daryl Garrettson Martin Molof Carol & Robert Warren Anne & Dave O'Brien 

Mary Gianakis Kate Hammarback &  Cherry Watson Nancy Penrose 

Lisa Giefer                Kevin Molter Ruth Weinberg Carol Pinnell 

Anna Gilmore Judith Moore Dan Weiner Lonnie Rumney 

Star Roberts & John Gish Evelyn Morehead Carole Wells Tania Hathaway &  Beth Sturtevant 

Robert Goldstein Mary Morgan Deborah & Randall Wells Bhavia Wagner 

Jill Hoggard Green &  Peg Morton Stanley Wenocur Dan Weiner 

              David Green Donna Napier Ida Wheeler Women for Women 

 Maureen Nicholson Hilda Whipple Susan Curtin & David Zupan 

 



 

Anonymous Bernadette & Jim Lynch 

Jane Alaimo Sonya & Rich Margerum 

Beth Hunt & John Allcott Jeffery Ford & Lynette Marshall 

Altrusa Int'l of Lake Washington East Katharine Marshall 

Shan Ambika Pujita Mayeda 

Vern Arne Karen Lundblad & Lucy McIver 

Phoebe Atwood Sue Meyers 

Peggy Baldwin Carol Mizera 

Channary & Colin Bill Kate Hammarback & Kevin Molter 

Anita Boutette Helga & Sandor Nagygyor 

Caroline Passerotti & Tim Brewer Donna Napier 

Jean Carley Lauren Nusser & Classmates 

Jessica Shogren-Carlson & Steven Carlson Claude & Hanna Offenbacher 

Linda & Douglas Carnine Merianne O'Grady 

Marilyn Carr Andy Olds 

Joyce Thomas & Rob Castleberry Karen Olsen 

Patty Ferrari & Patrick Chye Jonathan West & Donna O'Neil 

Paula & Michael Ciesielski Marlai Ouch 

Susan & Maya Curtin  Dominic & Jeannie Pallazola 

Helene & James Davis Sally Palmer 

Melda DeSalvo Rob Kennedy & Marline Pearson 

Angie Sin & Ray Dilschneider Masoud Vafaei & Mitra Pejman 

Brunhilde Doering Andree & Olivia Phelps 

Kristin Homme & Mark Elfield Joanne Pilmore 

Alicia Evans Dave & Ruth Poole 

First Presbyterian Church, Corvallis Bill & Joan Powers 

Katie Geiser Prana Yoga Ashram 

John Andelin & Ginger Geoffrey Tom Auciello & Carol Pucci 

Ron Gies Mary Reilly 

Sherry Giglia Kathy Riley 

Sylvia Giustina Rotary of Savoy 

Robert Goldstein John Henry & Jennifer Rowan-Henry 

Nancy Gordon Copland Rudolph 

Phyllis Haddox Nancy Ruhle 

Linda Harris Marie Delahaye & Carmelo Salgado 

Becky & Don Haskins Santa Clara Co.  Women's Association 

Patricia Darsana Hassett Jim & Sue Selis 

Del & LuNita Hawkins Chuck Marut & Beth Sibley 

Lowell Hill Bonneary & Dave Simas 

Anne Hiaring Hocking Vickie Skellcerf 

Geneese Gottschalk & Bill Hoehn Cindy Smith 

Terrie & Steve Howe Lois Borsay & Gurdon Smith 

Judyth Hyll Spencer Butte Middle School 

Michelle & Rodney Jenny Mimi Stephens 

Nancy & Charles Johnson Sharon & Dale Van Metre 

Janeen Jones Bhavia Wagner 

Rachel Jordan Wendie Waha 

Shoshana Kerewsky & Nancy Taylor Kemp Victoria Wake 

Kim Eng Krause & Randall Krause Sherry Weaver 

JoAnne LaFleur Monique Weil 

Donnie Lancaster Dan Weiner 

Sandy Langdon Beth Weintraub 

Dave Langford Barbara Perry & Robert Weiss 

Bill & Patty Lavelle Ida Wheeler 

Peter Lavelle David & Lina White 

Meg Luther Lindholm Women for Women 

Nike Loomis Rose Ann Woolpert 

Liz Lorber Marco Ycaza 

Niraja Lorenz Daniel Yenshaw 

Josette Lory Linda & Gary Young 

Los Gatos United Methodist Church Ravy Young 

Ellen & Richard Lowenthal  
 

Heartfelt Thanks to our July 2011 to June 2012 Student Sponsors  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Fundraising for Novices 
by Shoshana D. Kerewsky, Board 

President of Friendship with Cambodia 
 

Friendship with Cambodia has a donor 

base that is overwhelmingly made up of 

individuals and families. Whether you 

make financial donations, sponsor a 

student, or volunteer for FWC, we thank 

you for your generous contributions.  
 

If you’re a one-time donor or contribute 

more regularly, that money has to come 

from somewhere. Below are some ideas 

to help you think bigger than just your 

own pocket. A little creativity can go a 

long way to increase your support for 

FWC.  
 

Creative fundraising: Have fun while 

raising awareness of the issues facing 

Cambodians today. Here are some of the 

ways I’ve collected money to donate to 

Friendship: 
 

• Collect returnable cans. Those 

deposits add up. To get there faster, 

ask your neighbors if you can have 

their cans for a worthy cause. 
 

• Sell old paperbacks to a used 

bookstore. $15 isn’t a lot for us, but it 

can make a big difference in a 

country where the average income is 

about $1 a day. 
 

• Have a yard sale. Or donate what you 

make from selling your hand-made 

jewelry, notepaper, cookies, or 

scarves. 
 

• Ask family and friends to contribute. 

Most of us are uncomfortable asking 

people we know to donate to our 

favorite causes. A few years ago, I 

started adding “donation to FWC” 

when people asked what I’d like for 

my birthday or holidays. After doing 

this a few times in a row, I no longer 

have to ask. Many of my family and 

friends now automatically make 

donations.  When I recently turned 

50, I asked people to make a 

donation up to $50 in lieu of a gift. 

Over $300 was donated. That’s a 

pretty good birthday present.  
 

Are you ready to get out there and share 

your enthusiasm with others? If you’d like 

to do something but aren’t sure what, 

contact us. We have a pretty good sense 

of what has worked in the past and can 

help you refine your plans. Thanks in 

advance for your commitment and 

energy! 
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   One Percent Saves One Girl 
 

How much is 1% of your income for the year? That amount is enough to save 

one girl in Cambodia by funding her education. What do you want for her 

future? 
 

Option 1 – Unsponsored   She will be illiterate and taken advantage of her 

whole life. She might be sold to a brothel at age 13, raped, beaten and 

eventually die from AIDS. Or she might have an arranged marriage at age 16, 

have 8 kids, and live in dire poverty in a thatch hut that leaks when it rains with 

a husband who beats her, not having enough to eat six months out of the year, 

and no money to go to the doctor or buy medicine when she is sick. 
 

Option 2 – Sponsored in School   Most likely, she will be among the 6% of 

Cambodian youth who finish high school. She will earn a college degree, find a 

good job and support her family. She will have fewer children, healthier 

children, and a husband who values her. She will give back to her rural 

community as a teacher, nurse, or social worker.  
 

Our work is funded by individuals who make tax-deductible donations. Thank you! 

 

 

What Your Donation Can Do 
 

$10 Shelter for 25 children living on the street 

for one night 
 

$20 Trafficking prevention posters 

 

$50 Women’s Workshop on health care, family 

planning, women’s rights, and leadership 

 

$100 Employment for a landmine survivor 

through fair trade crafts 

 

$160 Seed grant to help a family build a house 

 

$240 Interest for Women’s Savings Program 

 

$360 Sponsor a rural student for a year  

 

$1500 Support a student in university for a year  

 

                            Ending  

        Perpetual Poverty 
 

    

Our Women’s Savings Program educates 

families to save money and make improve-

ments in their lives. 
 

Women are encouraged to set a goal and save 

money for their “dream item.”  Each week the 

social worker visits her, gives her 

encouragement, and collects her savings, 

which is often around 25 cents.  At the end of 

ten weeks her money is returned along with 

10% interest. Then she buys her “dream item.”   
 

These life-transforming items for women 

starting in the program may be a sleeping mat 

or a cooking pot.  Over time her goals get 

bigger.  Next she may buy school uniforms so 

her children can attend school, a piglet to raise 

and sell, a bicycle to take produce to market, a  

 

 

 

 

fishing net, or pay fees for school. Mothers 

can achieve 4-6 dream items each year.   
 

The beauty of this program is that it is helping 

the poorest families and is highly cost 

effective. With $25,000 we were able to help 

2500 families this year.  That’s half a village. 
 

Poor people are in survival mode.  They spend 

all their daily earnings on food, and they don’t 

plan for the future. This program teaches 

people to think ahead and the interest 

payment motivates them to save money.  It 

helps them create new habits. Their self-

esteem improves, and they believe in their 

ability to succeed in life. 
 

It takes 4-7 years for people to overcome 

poverty.   In the end, they feel very happy.  

 

  

Many families cannot afford to buy 

a bicycle that enables their child 

 to attend school. 

Join our next trip to Cambodia  

for a once in a life-time experience. 

Dec 30, 2013 – Jan 11, 2014 

Details at www.friendshipwithcambodia.org 


